
EXPERIENCE MUSIC
2023-24 PERFORMANCES PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - OCTOBER 6, 2023

UGA Faculty James Naigus, horn, presents recital of new works

Athens, GA – The Hugh Hodgson School of Music continues their Faculty Artist Series on Monday, 
October 16 at 7:30 p.m. with James Naigus, horn with Damon Denton, piano. The performance will 
feature 30 “Miniature” pieces, composed by Naigus and UGA composition student Jacob Evarts. 
Audience participation will be invited to help shape the concert in this unique collection of original and 
contemporary works.

The concert will be presented in Ramsey Concert Hall at the UGA Performing Arts Center, 230 River 
Road, Athens, GA, 30602. Tickets are $15 for adults and $3 for students with a valid UGA ID. Patrons 
can visit music.uga.edu for tickets or call 706-542-4400.

ABOUT JAMES NAIGUS
Dr. James Naigus is Assistant Professor of Horn at the University of Georgia and hornist with the 
Georgia Brass Quintet. He is co-founder of the Cor Moto Horn Duo with Dr. Drew Phillips, and co-
editor/contributor of the Creative Hornist and Technique Tips columns in the Horn Call, the journal of 
the International Horn Society.

He has played with the Atlanta Symphony, Wichita Symphony, Waterloo-Cedar Falls Symphony, 
Orchestra Iowa, Brevard Symphony, Gainesville Chamber Orchestra, Valdosta Symphony, and Ocala 
Symphony Orchestra. In 2019 he was selected to perform with the WCIT World Orchestra in Yerevan, 
Armenia. He has toured Europe in 2017 & 2014 and South America in 2011 as a member of the American 
Chamber Winds. He has also performed on recitals at the MidNorth, Midwest, Midsouth and Southeast 
Horn Workshops, as well as the 2018, 2015 and 2013 International Horn Symposiums.
Naigus has been a member of the faculty and staff at the prestigious Kendall Betts Horn Camp for 
the last six years, which included designing and teaching an aural harmony music theory course. 
Additional teaching interests include music theory, concert and commercial composition, film music, 
and technology.

Naigus’ compositions have been performed throughout the United States and beyond, with enthusiastic 
reception and rave review. In 2013 he was the Composer-in-Residence at the Southeast Horn Workshop 
in Richmond, VA. In 2009 he was awarded an honorable mention award in the International Horn 
Society Composition Contest. He has written commercial compositions for clients such as Google, 
University of Michigan, University of Florida, and University of Iowa. He currently has over sixty works 
published by RM Williams Publishing, Veritas Musica Publishing, and self published.

He is a graduate of the University of Iowa (DMA) studying with Jeffrey Agrell, studied horn and 
composition with Paul Basler at the University of Florida during his masters degree, and while 
attending the University of Michigan for his undergraduate degree studied with Soren Hermansson, 
Bryan Kennedy, and Adam Unsworth. Prior appointments include the University of Central Missouri 
and the University of Iowa.
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